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An American Composer
[1886 ~ 1951]

This is both the first performance
and the first recording of the 
composer’s only opera, Daughter of 
the South, as restored in 2008. Born 
in Joliet, Illinois, Collins studied 
piano with Ganz in Chicago and 
composition with Bruch and 
Humperdinck in Europe. A 1912 
Berlin debut and subsequent 
concerts in the USA and Europe earned strong
critical praise. Collins was hired in 1914 as an
assistant conductor for the Bayreuth Festival, a
brief engagement ended by WWI and service in the
US Army. After the war, Collins began a teaching
career in Chicago, continuing to conduct,
perform, and compose. His music attracted the
attention of Chicago Symphony Orchestra Music
Director Frederick Stock, who conducted many of
Collins’s orchestral compositions. The complete
works, in addition to this opera, include a
symphony, three piano concerti, a secular cantata,
and several suites and overtures; Collins also
composed a piano trio, dozens of songs, piano solo
and duo works, as well as other chamber music.
For more information, visit: EdwardJCollins.org
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Edward Joseph Collins
Daughter of the South (opera, in one act and two scenes)

W O R D S  A N D  M U S I C  B Y  T H E  C O M P O S E R
SCENE I 

1 Ah hears Marse Lincoln  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:27
2 When ha mammy die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:53
3 Yes ‘tis true  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 04:18
4 Cunnel Edmond, Suh . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:18
5 Allegro barbaro (ballet) [orchestra]  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:26
6 Friends! A conq’ring hero . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 03:35
7 Then here’s to life  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01:43
8 The dreaded news has come  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:26
9 My Love! My Darling!  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 04:49

10 I too shall close my eyes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 07:27
11 Miss Mary Lou, Soldiers at the gate  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01:32
12 The Girl I Left Behind Me/Dixie [orchestra]  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 05:39

SCENE II 
13 Again the year  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 05:42
14 Cryin’ again  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 01:28
15 Now close yo’ eyes [lullaby]  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:37
16 Marcia funèbre [orchestra] . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 02:04
17 Home at last/During these four eternal years  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 05:07
18 The awful nightmare . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 03:50
19 The South surrendered . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 04:36

Total:  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 75:06

2008 RESTORATION: Charles Kondek, Librettist; Daron Hagen, Music Editor;
Barbara and Edward Collins, Jr., Story Consultants; Jon Becker, Editor

CAST (in order of appearance): Jonah, Keel Watson, bass-baritone; Esmerelda (Melda),
Andrea Baker, mezzo-soprano; Col. Edmond “Ezra” Randolph, Peter Coleman-Wright,
baritone; Mary Lou Randolph, Lisa Milne, soprano; Robert Warren, Peter Auty, tenor; 
Confederate Sergeant, Roland Wood, baritone
Marin Alsop, conductor; Royal Scottish National Orchestra and Chorus

Produced and Engineered by: Jonathan Allen; Technical Engineer: Richard Hale
Recorded at: Henry Wood Hall, Glasgow, Scotland (1–3 May 2009); All Saints Church, London, UK (20 July 2009)
Mastering by: EMI/Abbey Road Studios, London, UK
Project Coordinator: Jon Becker, Arts & Education Consultant, Madison WI, USA (ConsultBecker.com)
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